
On Memorial Day we honor those 
men and women – true heroes – 
who sacrificed their time, talents, 
and in some cases their lives, to 
serve the U.S. and protect the free-
doms that all Americans enjoy. 

Yet it is the stories of the heroes in 
each of our lives that bring home 
the meaning of Memorial Day.
One of many 
such heroes 
is Cpl. Jeffrey 
Standfest, a com-
bat engineer and 
canine handler 
who was killed 
June 16, 2010 by 
an explosive de-
vice in Afghani-
stan. 

After graduat-
ing from high school in 2005, Jeff 
joined the military in large part 
because his grandfather Robert 
served in the Marines during 
World War II. His father Tim 
served for 26 years for the Clinton 
Township Police Department.

Jeff was a runner in high school 
and according to Tim loved his 

friends and family, sports and the 
outdoors. While serving overseas 
he was the handler for Sgt. Rupert, 
a bomb-sniffing dog. Both were 
tragically killed days apart in 2010. 
Jeff was laid to rest in our Veterans’ 
Section at Resurrection Cemetery.

“He was just a great young man 
and someone we are very proud of,” 

said Tim 
Standfest, 
who has 
been a part 
of many 
veterans’ 
events and 
ceremonies 
locally and 
around the 
country. 

As we 
celebrate the lives of all our heroes 
on this Memorial Day, we honor 
the sacrifces made by Cpl. Standfest 
and all veterans both living and 
deceased. 

They have given us the opportu-
nity to enjoy this day with family 
and friends.  Let us never forget.
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Your family
Your peace of  mind 
Your legacy

Our Good Friday tradition attracts thousands to Resurrection 

In today’s busy world, day-to-day obligations 
make planning for the future difficult. Between 
our jobs, our faith and spending time with family 
and friends, there never seems to be enough 
hours in the day to think about the future. 

But unless we take the time to make these plans, 
we could leave our families financially and emo-
tionally spent at a time when we cannot be there 
to provide the love and support on which they 
have come to depend.

By preplanning your cemetery arrangements, you 
can give your family a final lasting gift. In addi-
tion to being spared the immediate financial de-
mands of making cemetery arrangements at your 
passing, your family will have the time to spend 

with loved ones who together will provide comfort and 
support to each other.

To learn more about preplanning, call (586) 286-9020 
to speak with one of our family service counselors.

Do this today for your family, your peace of mind 
and your legacy.

Approximately 2,000 people braved the chilly 
elements on Good Friday for our annual proces-
sion to each of the Stations of the Cross. Many 
thanks to Fr. Michael Quaine for conducting the 
service and all who attended this annual event. 
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Over the last several years the cremation rate in the state 
of Michigan has grown to 56.4% and is projected to 
exceed 63% by 2021, according to the Cremation Asso-
ciation of North America (CANA). Families who choose 
cremation may not realize that Resurrection Cemetery 
has a crematorium on the grounds and can request 
this service through all of the local funeral homes. Our 
crematory is appropriately named The Prince of Peace, 
and we provide this service with a visitation room for 
those who wish to witness the first stage of the cremation 
process.

The Catholic Church has recently published the Vatican’s 
perspective for cremation for Catholics and Christians 
alike to follow. According to the Vatican, when cremation 
of the body is chosen, the cremated remains of the faith-
ful must be laid to rest in a sacred place. This ensures that 
they are not excluded from the prayers and remembrance 
of their family or the Christian community. It prevents 
the faithful departed from being forgotten, or their re-
mains being shown a lack of respect.  

The Vatican has issued guidelines for approved conser-
vation of cremated remains which have also been con-
fimred by CANA and the Catholic Cemetery Conference:

• Permanent Interment in Cemetery – The complete 
cremated remains of the faithful must be laid to rest in a 
sacred place.

• No Cremated Remains at Home – Cremated remains 
may not reside at home nor be divided among family 
members.

• No Scattering – Cremated remains may not be scat-
tered, nor preserved in mementos, pieces of jewelry or 
other objects.

With this being said, more and more families are honor-
ing the legacy of their loved ones and laying their cremat-
ed remains to rest in a sacred place such as Resurrection 
Cemetery. Memorialization options for cremation are 
also growing to meet the needs of the families we faith-
fully serve. Personalized cremation options are plentiful 
on our consecrated grounds, including our newest op-
tions in the Prince of Peace Cremation Garden. 

Our Cremation Garden features cremations benches, 
boulders and columbariums in various sizes, styles and 
colors.  There are cremation niches located in three sep-
arate locations in the Garden.  Resurrection also offers 
glass front niches in our climate controlled mausoleums 
which allow families to personalize their loved one’s life 
and proudest accomplishments.

Our caring and knowledgeable family service counsel-
ors are available to help you with a cremation plan that 
honors both the Vatican guidelines and your wishes - and 
ultimately reflects a life well-lived. 

As cremation rates continue to grow, so do the 
options for our families
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Resurrection’s meticulous surroundings reflect the 
efforts of  our dedicated, professional Grounds Team
Many of the familiar faces you see at 
Resurrection are members of our profes-
sional grounds staff. What you may not 
know is how active they are in maintaining 
one of the busiest cemeteries in the state of 
Michigan. 

Our team of 28 professionals are in-
volved with everything from installing 
headstones, topping and seeding graves, 
managing landscaping projects, trimming 
and removing trees, placing and removing 
decorations and much, much more. 

“They take great pride in their work and 
they understand the importance of pro-
viding quality care for all the families 
we serve,” said Grounds Supervisor Josh 
Dominek.

For example this year we removed just 
over 21,600 winter decorations from our 
cemetery grounds.  This process usually 
takes our staff between two to three weeks 
to complete.
 
Consider that since Resurrection first 
opened in 1963, there have been more 
than 75,000 burials, including 2,263 in 2017 
alone. The Grounds team completed over 1,800 maintenance 

work orders and installed nearly 1,250 headstones last 
year. 

The majority of our Grounds team have worked for 
Resurrection and the Mt. Elliott Cemetery Association 
for multiple years. In fact the average length of service 
for one of our team members is 17 years. 

There were 2,263 burials at Resurrection 
in 2017 alone. The Grounds team handled 
1,831 maintenance work orders and set  
nearly 1,250 headstones last year.

Ed Peters (top) rakes out the top soil from a grave. (Above) Paul 
Couturier (left) and Dan Surant clean up a flower bed. 
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For the Memorial Day Mass and ceremony at the 
American Veterans’ Memorial, the Resurrection 
Grounds team will set out 2,300 chairs for visitors. The 
team has taken the weeks leading up to Memorial Day 
to make sure all repairs and clean up from the winter 
season have been completed.

If you see a member of the Resurrection Grounds team 
while visiting the cemetery, feel free to say hello and let 
them know if we can be of any further service to you. 
We’re happy to help and want to make sure that every-
thing is to your satisfaction. (Top) Jesse Espinoza and Jeff Slobodnik 

landscape at the Prince of Peace Cremation 
Garden; (Left) Paul Schuller and Dan Nash 
raise and level a headstone; (Below) Bob 
Desmond greets funeral directors every 
day as they enter our gates and leads in the 
procession. 
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Did You Know? 
The Grounds team at Resurrection manicures the 
grounds and professionally cares for the collective 
landscaping, but the installation and upkeep of per-
sonal memorial flowers is the responsibility of each 
family. 

Spring may have arrived late this year but planting 
season is upon us! We encourage friends and rela-
tives to memorialize the final resting sites of loved 
ones with approved decorations.

While artificial decorations are not permitted on 
the grounds, fresh cut or dried flowers are per-
mitted. Please use approved containers and place 
flowers above the grave marker. Planting annuals 
or perennials directly above the headstone is also 
allowed. Shrubs are prohibited except on certain 
family monument lots. 

Flower Boxes
Flower boxes are not required, but if installed must 
be made of wood, metal or plastic and be 24 inches 
by 10 inches.  

Watering Reminder 
When watering at a gravesite, please limit hose     
usage to 20 minutes to conserve water.  Any hoses 
left unattended will be removed.

Be Respectful of Services & Other Mourners 
If a funeral is being held, please don’t get in the way 
of processions so as to respect the family’s privacy. 
Make sure your mobile phone ringer is turned down 
or is on vibrate if you are near an ongoing service.

Drive with Care
Make sure to follow the roadways and thank you for 
keeping your vehicle off the grass. Drive slowly, and 
watch out for people who might not be paying atten-

tion. If the lane is narrow and another car approaches,  
move your car until the other driver can get through. 

Cemetery Visiting Hours 
Gates open at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. (on November 
4, 2018 our gates will close at 5 p.m. when Daylight 
Savings Time has ended for the winter months).



7

Please join us for our upcoming events   
at Resurrection in 2018!

July 11 - Clinton Township Fireworks, Sundown 
Free parking will be available on cemetery grounds 

off Romeo Plank. Refreshments will be available.

September 8 - Children’s Remembrance 
Service, 2 p.m.
Friends, family and other loved ones are welcome. 

Held at the Children’s Section.

November 10 - Veterans Day Celebration, 1 p.m.
American Veterans’ Memorial

Guest speakers will help us remember our 

veterans in this moving ceremony. Note - this is 

being held the day before Veterans Day. 

December 6 - Season of Remembrance, 5-7 p.m. 
Most Holy Trinity Mausoleum

Candlelight vigil at 6 p.m. Celebrate and remember

your loved ones during the holiday season.

December 15 - Wreaths Across America, 12 p.m
American Veterans’ Memorial

Wreaths will be placed by veterans and family 

members at the final resting places of our honored       

veterans as part of this nationwide event.

For information on any of these events please visit 

www.mtelliott.com/resurrection or call us at 

586-286-9020.



contact us
Resurrection Cemetery 

18201 Clinton River Road 

Clinton Twp., MI 48038-2903

Phone (586) 286-9020 

 Fax (586) 286-2441  

Toll Free (800) 989-9020 

mtelliott.com/resurrection
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 Enter our drawing for a 

 $500 Visa Gift Card
  Details are available on the ballot 

  stapled to this newsletter. 

For a limited time you are eligible for:

• 15% off all crypts and cremation niches in the    
Garden of the Ascension Mausoleum. Save up 
to $5700.

• 15% off property throughout Resurrection                                                 
(not eligible for Most Holy Trinity Mausoleum or  
Mausoleum of the Angels or for property in Section 
21; other restrictions apply) .*

• 5 graves for $5555.*

• 3-year interest rebate.

Take Advantage of our Preplanning Promotions*

* Some restrictions apply. Offers expires 6/30/18. Preplanning only. Does not apply to previous 

purchases. Contact one of our family service counselors to learn more at 586-286-9020.


